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POOR BOY FEEDS llcWishing our farmers the best for their harvests!

West Feeds, Moorman’s, 
Sweet Pro, Dog & Cat Foods

The only dealer using all locally grown products!
Alan & Betty Skalsky

633 East South Street
307-754-9709

Farmers of the Powell Flat,

Shoshone Irrigation District

Here’s to a 
bountiful harvest.
We appreciate the cooperation 

of our water users.

337 E. First - Powell - 754-5741 - www.shoshoneirrigation.com

BIGHORN ANIMAL CARE CENTER745 Hwy 14A ❙  Powel l ,  Wyoming ❙  307-754-4192

There’s been a recent outbreak of Influenza & Kennel Cough in the Powell & Cody area.

CALL TODAY 
to schedule your pet’s 
fall Kennel Cough and 

Influenza shots with 
Ray Acker, DVM

Inside

Rare breed
SEE PAGE 7

Growing grapes
SEE PAGES 8-9

BY TESSA BAKER
Tribune Features Editor

Area farmers had only a few days of sunny skies to begin the sugar beet harvest before the dig was temporarily suspended due to rain.
They made the most of the nice weather prior to the storm, piling as many beets as possible. “We were far enough ahead on Thursday [Sept. 14] to quit, and it started raining Thursday night. We couldn’t have harvest-ed Friday through the weekend anyway,” said Mark Bjornestad, senior agriculturist for Western Sugar Cooperative.

The harvest resumed Mon-day. The Western Sugar factory in Lovell didn’t skip a beat dur-ing the temporary suspension, since enough beets were piled to 

keep a constant supply going to the plant.
“We have about five days of beets [piled] on the ground right now,” Bjornestad said Tuesday morning.
Farmers hoped to again pile up more beets before more rain arrived again today (Thursday).“Every load we get ... it just extends that calendar out for the factory to stay operating,” he said, adding, “we’ll put as much supply on the ground as we can to offset the wet weather.”Though rain is in the forecast again this weekend, sunny skies should return early next week.Bjornestad said the plan is still to harvest about 16 percent of the sugar beet crop — roughly 2,560 acres — in September. The regular harvest is slated to begin Oct. 2.

Early indications are that the 

sugar content is on target to reach about 18 percent.
“It all depends on the weath-er, but I think that’s something we can achieve,” Bjornestad said. “It’s a possibility out there. We seem to be on track with mid-September sugar in the up-per 15s and low 16s; we should see an increase as time goes on.”Grower yields are expected to average about 27 to 28 tons to the acre.

“We haven’t seen anything to indicate it would be any better or any worse, but it’s very lim-ited data right now,” Bjornestad said.
More completed fields will provide a better picture.
“Everything’s going pretty good for us at the moment, but we’re hostages to the weather, just like the farmers are,” Bjor-nestad said Tuesday.

Beet harvestEARLY DIG SLOWED BY WEATHER, BUT ON TRACK

The early harvest started with sunny skies, but was temporarily suspended last week due to heavy rain. Above, sugar beets are loaded into a truck in a field off Lane 11 west of Powell. Marc Rodriguez of Rodriguez 

Farms operates a Tiger XL by Ropa (at left) on Sept. 11. Tribune photos by Carla Wensky

The Western Sugar Cooperative factory in Lovell continued processing sugar beets this week, as farmers had piled up enough beets before the rainstorm hit to keep the factory going. The factory’s processing 

campaign will continue into February. At right, stormy skies loom in the distance on Sept. 13.

Rodriguez Farms’ Ropa harvests multiple rows of beets on Sept. 11. The German-made Ropa eliminates the need for a defoliator, as it tops, digs and hauls beets in a single piece of equipment.

BEETS, TOPS 
& LIVESTOCK
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